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that all religion was a mere imposture: And the same spirit
of infidelity, so far spread among us at this present, is
nothing but the fruit of the seeds sown by those rebellious
hypocritical saints.

Fourthly: The old virtue and loyalty, and generous spirit
of the English nation, were wholly corrupted by the power,
the doctrine, and the example of those wicked people.
Many of the ancient nobility were killed, and their families
extinct, in defence of their Prince and country, or murdered
by the merciless courts of justice. Some of the worst
among them favoured, or complied with the reigning
iniquities, and not a few of the new set created, when the
Martyr's son was restored, were such who had drunk too
deep of the bad principles then prevailing.

Fifthly: The children of the murdered Prince were forced
to fly, for the safety of their lives, to foreign countries; where
one of them at least, I mean King James II., was seduced
to Popery; which ended in the loss of his kingdoms, the
misery and desolation of this country, and a long and expen-
sive war abroad. Our deliverance was owing to the valour
and conduct of the late King; and, therefore, we ought to
remember him with gratitude, but not mingled with blas-
phemy or idolatry. It was happy that his interests and ours
were the same: And God gave him greater success than
our sins deserved. But, as a house thrown down by a
storm, is seldom rebuilt without some change in the founda-
tion ; so it hath happened, that, since the late Revolution,
men have sat much looser in the true fundamentals both of
religion and government, and factions have been more
violent, treacherous, and malicious than ever, men running
naturally from one extreme into another; and, for private
ends, taking up those very opinions professed by the leaders
in that rebellion, which carried the blessed Martyr to the
scaffold.

Sixthly: Another consequence of this horrid rebellion and
murder was the destroying or defacing of such vast number
of God's houses. " In their self-will they digged down a
wall." If a stranger should now travel in England, and ob-
serve the churches in his way, he could not' otherwise con-
clude, than that some vast army of Turks or heathens had
been sent on purpose to ruin and blot out all marks of